
Instructions: If regular full-time college is difficult due to work, finances, or missed admission
cycles, open and distance learning is a flexible and valid path to complete your education.

Option What Is It? Why It May Help You Example
Courses

IGNOU(Indira
Gandhi National
Open University)

India's largest open
university. Offers
Bachelor's, Master's,
Diploma, and Certificate
programs through
distance/online mode.

You can study at your own pace
while working. No need to
attend daily classes: most
exams and study material are
provided by IGNOU
regional/study centers.

BA, B.Com,
BSc, BCA,
Diploma in
Early
Childhood
Care,
Certificate in
Computing

NIOS*(National
Institute of Open
Schooling)

A national board that
allows students to
complete Class 10 (SSLC)
and Class 12 (PUC)
through open schooling.

Best option if you missed
regular school, need to retake
an exam, or are studying while
working. Flexible exam
attempts across multiple years.

Secondary
(Class 10),
Senior
Secondary
(Class 12),
Vocational
Courses

State Open
Universities(e.g.,
Karnataka State
Open University)

State-run open
universities offering
degree and diploma
programs similar to
IGNOU, often at lower
cost for state residents.

Useful if you want to study
locally and prefer state-
language support.

BA, B.Com,
Diploma
programs
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